
Monte Vista Middle School 

Incoming 6th Grade Parent Information Night 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q:  What is the Monte Vista Bell Schedule? 

A:  Monte Vista is on a rotating A day/B day block schedule.  Blocks are 100 minutes in length.  Students have 

three classes each day, as well as a 30-minute advisory period four days a week after lunch.  The bell schedule 

is on the school website (www.pleasantvalleysd.org/montevista). 

 

Q:  What does the 6th grade program look like? 

A:  6th grade students have their four, core academic classes each day before lunch (1A, 2A and 1B, 2B).  After 

lunch, students have a 30-minute advisory period Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  6th grade 

students have PE and elective at the end of the day (3A and 3B).  Elective classes are exploratory and not 

student selected in 6th grade.  Electives are semester long in length.  Electives offered for the 2019-2020 school 

year include:  Intro to Tech, Digital Media, Intro to Art, Intro to Instrumental Music, and Beginning Band 

(yearlong).   

 

Q:  What are School Hours? 

A:  Monte Vista School Hours are 8:30am – 3:05pm.  The campus opens at 8am, with campus supervision 

available.  Please note that on Fridays, Monte Vista has a 2:05pm dismissal.  This is a change from the last 

school year when early dismissal was Thursday.  The office is open each day from 7:30am to 4:00pm.  

 

Q:  When is the first day of school? 

A:  The first day of school is Wednesday, August 28th.  You can find the 2019-2020 school calendar, with all 

holidays, on the PVSD website www.pleasantvalleysd.org   

 

Q:  What is Advisory? 

A:  Advisory is a 30-minute block, four days a week for students to receive additional help, for teachers to pull 

small groups in real-time, and/or for students to work on assignments and lighten their homework load.  Advisory 

is a Response to Intervention period In Real Time.  Thursdays during Advisory, Monte Vista students watch the 

weekly newscast created by TNS (Toro News Station).  TNS episodes are also posted on our website weekly. 

 

Q:  How can I communicate with my student’s teacher(s)? 

A:  All Monte Vista teachers have an email account that they check each day.  In addition, you can leave 

messages for teachers on their voice mail.  The school phone number is (805) 482-8891.  Teacher and staff 

emails have the following pattern:  first letter of the first name, followed by the entire last name, followed by 

@pleasantvalleysd.org.  For example Principal Katie Burchell’s email address is:  kburchell@pleasantvalleysd.org.  

When parents reach out to teachers via phone or email, they should receive a response within 24 hours.  You 

can access your child’s schedule/teachers through Parent Connect.  You can also reach teachers through 

their Teacher Pages located on the school website. 

 

Q:  How do I help my child keep track of assignments as well as check progress on assignments, tests and 

quizzes? 

A:  All Monte Vista teachers have websites that they regularly update that contain the information regarding 

classroom and homework assignments, as well as dates for tests, quizzes and projects.  Many teachers also use 

Google classroom and parents can sign up to receive updates directly from Google classroom.  Students and 

parents are encouraged to use both Google Classroom and the website to keep track of assignments and 

assessments.  All parents and students also have access to Parent/Student Connect to view teachers’ grade 

books and verify whether assignments have been submitted and what grades have been earned on 

assignments and assessments.  There is a quick link to Q Information Systems on the MV website in the center of 

the page. 

 

Q:  How often do parents receive progress reports and/or report cards? 

A:  Middle school students in PVSD are on a 10-week quarter schedule rather than the trimester schedule in our 

elementary school.  A progress report is sent home five weeks into each quarter and a report card is sent home 

at the end of each 10-week grading period.  Progress reports and report cards are sent home with students.  

They are NOT mailed home. All information provided in the progress report or report card is also viewable in Q 

Parent Connect (under the Marks section) at the end of the grading period.  

 

http://www.pleasantvalleysd.org/montevista
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Q:  What is the cell phone policy at Monte Vista? 

A:  Students may have cell phones at Monte Vista, however, they are to be turned off and out of sight during 

the school day.  If a student needs to contact a parent/guardian, he/she should come to the office during 

nutrition or lunch and a) use the cell phone to call or b) use the school phone.  Parents are also asked to call 

the school if there is an urgent message to get to their student, rather than calling or texting their student 

directly.  Please review the cell phone policy available in our Parent/Student Handbook (online). 

 

Q:  What does Monte Vista do to address concerns about bullying? 

A:  PVSD recognizes that bullying is a problem that is pervasive in our society.  We focus on prevention and 

education.  In the fall, teachers address the issue through a presentation and small group discussion during the 

advisory period.  The topic is revisited throughout the school year.  Students are encouraged to report bullying 

incidents immediately.  Our counselor will help provide guidance and can assist with mediations.  If necessary, 

disciplinary action is taken.  Cyber bullying can be extremely hurtful and is subject to disciplinary action.  We will 

involve the Camarillo Police Department when necessary.  Teachers have been trained in bullying prevention 

structures that are incorporated into classroom management plans as well as school-wide procedures.  We 

request the help of parents in monitoring devices and social media accounts, as well as notifying the office 

when there is an issue of bullying. 

 

Q:  How can parents get involved at Monte Vista? 

A:  Monte Vista has an active PTSC that is involved in many of the “behind the scenes” activities that support 

our middle school programs.  PTSC volunteers coordinate fundraising events, support semi-annual book fairs, 

provide numerous student incentives and staff appreciation treats, as well as volunteer to work and help out at 

events like Orientation, Back to School Night and Open House.  PTSC meets monthly on campus to plan 

activities and review budgets and expenses. PTSC supports the Monte Vista Toro Facebook page.  Please join 

today. 

 

Q:  When is 6th grade Orientation?  What are the times? 

A:  6th grade Orientation is Tuesday, August 20, 2019, and it is a full day event.  8am-12pm is for students only to 

meet with their 8th grade WEB (Where Everybody Belongs) team leaders and to participate in team building 

activities.  In the afternoon, parents will be invited to return and join students to assist with chromebook pick-up 

and insurance, textbook check-out, PE clothes and locks purchases, and other important details to help 

students be prepared for the first day of school.  Every 6th grade student needs to turn in a current immunization 

record before he/she can pick up a chromebook.  Additional information will be sent to families over the 

summer in the summer mailer, as well as via email and phone blasts. 

 

Q:  What sports opportunities are available for Monte Vista students?   

A:  Monte Vista participates in a few leagues to provide multiple sporting opportunities for students.  Currently 

we offer cross country, co-ed flag football, boys’ and girls’ volleyball, boys’ and girls’ basketball, co-ed soccer 

and cheer.  At times, Monte Vista needs parent volunteers to coach in order to make these opportunities 

available for students.  If you are able to help out with any of the sports programs, please contact the office.  

Please download and fill out a Monte Vista Athletics packet from the Monte Vista website if your student is 

interested in trying out for a school sport.  This packet needs to be approved by our district nurse before your 

student can participate and is available on our school website. 

 

Q:  How can I keep up to date with what’s happening at Monte Vista? 

A:   The Monte Vista website (www.pleasantvalleysd.org/montevista) is updated regularly and has a wealth of 

information.  Parents and families will also receive a weekly phone call and email regarding upcoming events 

on campus.  Weekly TNS broadcasts are also posted on the website and shared with families via email.  Monte 

Vista’s PTSC maintains a Facebook page with important information and our marquee in front of the school has 

important dates posted.  It is vital that if your phone number or email change at any time, you update your 

information in Parent Connect immediately so you do not miss out.  Log on to Parent Connect and select 

Update Information in the top, right of the screen. 

 

Q:  Who can parents contact if they have additional questions? 

A:  Please feel free to email the Principal, Katie Burchell (kburchell@pleasantvalleysd.org) or the School Admin. 

Asst., Cindy Marquez (cmarquez@ pleasantvalleysd.org ) with additional questions.  You may also call our 

school office at (805) 482-8891.  We will be happy to answer your questions.   
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